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UM / News / 2019 / December / UM Student Places in National College Photographer Competitions
December 19, 2019
MISSOULA – Sara
Diggins, a student at
the University of
Montana School of
Journalism, keeps
winning awards.
She recently earned
second-place honors in
photography from the
Hearst Journalism
Awards Program, often
dubbed the “college
Pulitzer Prizes.” Last
month, Diggins also
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earned a bronze medal
in the College
Photographer of the
Year contest in the
Sports Feature Photography category.
A native of Salt Lake City, Diggins submitted a selection of images in the Hearst competition focused on news and
feature photography. Her win comes with a $2,000 scholarship and the chance to compete in the Hearst national
finals.
“We are thrilled Sara’s work has been honored,” said Denise Dowling,
the School of Journalism director. “She is a perfect example of the top-
notch talent we nurture here at the school.” 
Diggins’ winning photos may be viewed at her website,
https://www.saradigginsphoto.com/.
The winning shots evoke a wide range of emotions, from grieving loved
ones to the suspense of an acrobatic baseball play to a humorous
surprised expression of a football player who has lost his helmet and
mouthguard beneath another player’s posterior. The COPY-winning
photo shows a parkour athlete performing a flip atop a fire tower.
Diggins serves as a photo and multimedia editor for the Montana
Kaimin, UM’s student newspaper. She also interned at the Missoulian
and still works there part time.
The Hearst winners were selected from 138 entries submitted from 75
schools nationwide. For more information, visit http://bit.ly/2YXaUL7.
###
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Contact: Denise Dowling, UM School of Journalism director and professor, 406-243-5250,
denise.dowling@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / Video Series of K. Ross Toole Lectures Now Available through UM’s ScholarWorks
December 18, 2019
UM News Service
MISSOULA – For 16 years historian K. Ross Toole taught a course titled Montana and the West, a class that was
frequently referred to as “one of the most popular and influential courses at the University of Montana.” Between
1965 and 1981, hundreds of students took the course each semester, and nearly 1,700 students enrolled in
Montana and the West in the final year Toole taught.
That year Toole’s lectures were recorded by MQTV, a nonprofit public interest media group, to be televised around
the state. These recordings now are available online from UM’s Mansfield Library at
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/toolesmontana/.
MQTV edited Toole’s
Video Series of K. Ross Toole Lectures
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lectures into 30-minute
presentations
illustrated with maps,
graphs and
photographs. Toole’s
writings and lectures
often focused on what
historian Harry Fritz
called “themes of
extractive development
and corporate
domination.” MQTV
titled the series “K.
Ross Toole’s Montana”
to clearly show this is
Montana history “as
filtered through the
mind of one of its most
impassioned and dedicated students.” The series of 20 lectures was released in 1985.
Kenneth Ross Toole was born in Missoula in 1920. He received his bachelor’s and master’s in history from UM and
earned a Ph.D. in history from UCLA. He served as the director of the Montana Historical Society from 1951 to 1958
and wrote several books about Montana, including “A History of Montana” with Merrill Burlingame in 1957,
“Montana: An Uncommon Land” in 1959 and “The Rape of the Great Plains: Northwestern America, Cattle and
Coal” in 1974. In 1965, he was appointed the A.B. Hammond Professor of Western History at UM, a position he
held until his death from cancer in August 1981.
MQTV recorded the lectures in 1981 to bring “information about our past into the decisions of many Montanans
about our present – and our future.”
Toole’s son, Ken Toole Jr., said, “K. Ross Toole’s unique ability to provide historical context to the issues we face
has been sorely missed. Our whole family is very pleased the Mansfield Library has arranged to make this video
series available to the public.”
###
Contact: Donna McCrea, head of UM Archives and Special Collections, Mansfield Library, 406-243-4403,
donna.mccrea@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / UM College of Business Students Assist Nonprofit in Web Design
December 17, 2019
MISSOULA – On the
final day of the fall
semester, University of
Montana business
students received real-
world experience by
using lessons learned
in the classroom to
benefit a local nonprofit
group.
Six teams from the UM
College of Business
Systems Analysis and
Design course,
UM College of Business Students Assist
Nonprofit in Web Design
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competed to have their
website selected by
City Club Missoula.
The project and contest for students is held every semester as part of the business curriculum in partnership with a
local nonprofit organization that is looking to revamp their online presence.
During the semesterlong project, each team gathers information from the nonprofit, conducts research on website
offerings that will be best suited for that organization, designs a website and then pitches that website as part of the
competition.
“Experiential learning helps students learn through doing,” said UM management information systems Professor
Clayton Looney. “Through hands-on experience working with a local nonprofit, students are better able to apply
classroom concepts to solve real-world problems.”
This semester’s nonprofit was City Club Missoula, which brings together people to inform and inspire citizens on
issues vital to the Missoula-area community through public forums that encourage the discussion of new ideas and
the free exchange of thought. The project highlights the strong, mutually beneficial relationships that exist between
the business school and the community.
“Our staff administrator for City Club Missoula recently received his MBA from the College of Business and notified
the CCM board of directors about the opportunity to work with Professor Clay Looney’s class,” said Peggy Kuhr,
board chair of City Club Missoula. “At the time, the board was discussing the need for a new website and voted to
have our administrator, Eric Legvold, reach out to Professor Looney. We want to partner with students in the
community, especially at the University of Montana, and this gave us the perfect opportunity to engage students
who could offer City Club Missoula some outstanding expertise.”
The design competition is now in its second year, and Looney hopes this type of experience continues.
“By playing an active role in a project with real consequences for our community, students become more engaged in
the knowledge and skill acquisition process, leading to superior learning outcomes,” he said.
UM College of Business Students Assist Nonprofit in Web Design - UM News - University Of Montana
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Many members of City Club Missoula’s board of trustees were present for the presentations and judged each of the
teams, providing feedback on every design.
“I truly appreciated the depth of scope of not only each of the presentations but the collective layout of the
program,” City Club Missoula Board Member Dave Peppenger said. “This is a very powerful program for the
businesses within Missoula that are uncertain of a starting point for launch. It is also extremely powerful for the
students to work in a team to solve challenges and provide real-life solutions for actual clients.”
This semester’s winning team, PIVOT Solutions, was composed of five UM management information systems
students – Antonio Hendricks, Tyler McClure, Nathan Mora, Colton Tollefson and Samantha Wolf.
###
Contact: Dr. Clayton Looney, UM Department of Management Information Systems chair and professor, 406-243-
2249, clayton.looney@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / UM Announces Fall Semester Graduates
December 13, 2019
MISSOULA – The
University of Montana
has 740 students who
are degree candidates
for fall semester 2019.
Many of those will
participate in UM’s
second-ever Fall
Commencement
Ceremony at 9 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14, in
the Adams Center.
The graduates earned
832 degrees and
certificates from UM.
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The students listed in the links below are UM degree candidates or have been awarded their degrees for fall
semester 2019.
Graduates with “cum laude” after their name indicate a GPA of 3.40 to 3.69. “Magna laude” indicates a 3.70 to 3.89
GPA, and “summa laude” is 3.90 and above.
Official awarding of a degree and any official graduation with honors or graduation with high honors designation is
not made until degree candidates have completed their final term of enrollment and have met all specific
requirements.
View the full list of in-state graduates here.
View the full list of out-of-state graduates here.
Please note that the University is prohibited from publishing graduation information about students who signed the
Student Request to Restrict Release of Directory Information form through the Registrar’s Office. If your name is not
included on either list and you believe it should be, email the Registrar’s Office at graduation@umontana.edu or call
406-243-5600.
Watch Fall Commencement live at http://bit.ly/2EedAud
###
Contact: UM Registrar’s Office, 406-243-5600, graduation@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / UM Biochemistry Program Earns Highest Level of Accreditation
December 12, 2019
UM News Service
MISSOULA – The University of Montana Biochemistry Program has earned full seven-year accreditation from the
American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology for its bachelor’s degrees in biochemistry. UM boasts the
only ASBMB-accredited biochemistry degrees in Montana.
In their accreditation review of UM programs, ASBMB noted UM biochemistry faculty, citing their strengths both in
teaching and research in addition to the program’s strong experiential learning component.
Stephen Lodmell, UM’s Biochemistry Program director, said ASBMB’s full accreditation of the program is
acknowledgement of the University’s exemplary undergraduate training in the sciences. 
“It is truly satisfying to
earn accreditation from
ASBMB,” he said. “It’s
UM Biochemistry Program Earns Highest
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a notable recognition of
the rigor, breadth and
depth of our
programs.” 
Lodmell said the
accreditation process
required the program to
critically evaluate and
fine-tune curricula to
“emphasize theoretical
and practical
biochemistry skillsets”
while at the same time
helping students hone
their critical thinking,
problem-solving and communications skills that are the hallmarks of broadly educated UM undergraduates.
The accreditation gives UM biochemistry majors the opportunity to take an exam administered by the ASBMB each
spring to have their degrees certified or certified with distinction. The exam tests fundamental biochemical
knowledge and emphasizes critical thinking skills. Since 2016, UM’s biochemistry bachelor degrees have had
provisional accreditation by ASBMB, and the percentage of UM students taking the exam whose degrees were
certified or certified with distinction significantly exceeded the national average.
 UM’s new bachelor’s degree in computational biochemistry, which combines modern concepts and methods in both
computer science and biochemistry, also earned a three-year accreditation by ASBMB.   
UM’s Biochemistry Program, housed in the College of Humanities and Sciences, is an interdisciplinary academic
program jointly staffed and administered by the Division of Biological Sciences, the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry, and the Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences. The interdisciplinary nature of the
program provides a rich environment for UM’s biochemistry majors that propels them to success, preparing them for
future careers in basic biomedical science, the pharmaceutical industry and bioinformatics. About 50% of UM
biochemistry majors pursue further education in graduate or medical school.
###
 
Contact: Stephen Lodmell, director, UM Biochemistry Program, 406-243-6393, stephen.lodmell@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / Campus to Celebrate Life of Alumna Emma Lommasson
December 12, 2019
MISSOULA – Emma Lommasson walked this world for 107 years,
with much of that time spent at the University of Montana as a
student, instructor, adviser, administrator, sports fan and beloved
alumna.
Lommasson passed away recently, and UM will honor her with a
celebration of life from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17, in the
University Center Ballroom. All are welcome to attend.
“Emma meant so much to so many people,” UM spokesperson
Paula Short said. “Tributes to her have poured into the University,
with many expressing gratitude and fond memories of time spent
with her over the years. We’ve worked hard to plan a celebration of
her life with some special touches to honor her.”
Campus to Celebrate Life of Alumna
Emma Lommasson
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Visitors to campus for the celebration will be greeted by the Main
Hall carillon playing some of Lommasson’s favorite songs, starting
at 3:40 p.m. The celebration also will include special musical
selections and remarks from several who were close to
Lommasson. Campus Dining will serve Emma’s favorite carrot cake
at the conclusion of the event.
Those who can’t attend the celebration can watch it live at https://www.mcat.org/watch-now/local-live/.
This is what Lommasson said about UM in her own words:
“When I arrived on campus from Sand Coulee, Montana, where I was raised, and Centerville, where I attended
school, the University of Montana was like a whole new world to me. It was very exciting and began my lifelong
association with UM. After earning my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in mathematics at the University of Montana
in 1933 and 1939, and after working on campus for 40 years – 31 of which were in the Registrar’s Office, where I
retired from the position of registrar in 1977 – I have a tremendous affection for UM. Students have been so much a
part of my life and have helped keep me young.”
In 2001, UM renamed the Lodge business building and cafeteria the Lommasson Center in her honor. When she
turned 100, the University also created a scholarship in her name, and gifts can be made to the UM Foundation and
noted for the Emma B. Lommasson Scholarship. She was proud to have met all but the first four of UM’s 19
presidents.
“Emma’s grace and kindness left a huge impression on everyone,” Short said. “I suspect she would think we were
making too much of a fuss with this event, but I know all of Griz Nation wants to send her off in style.”
###
Contact: Paula Short, UM spokesperson and director of communications, 406-243-2311,
paula.short@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / UM Students to Award Local Nonprofits with $10K
December 09, 2019
By Global Leadership Initiative student Leah Lynch
MISSOULA – All community members are invited to help University of Montana Franke Global Leadership Initiative
students celebrate four nonprofits with a special awards ceremony from 9 to 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, in the
Davidson Honors College student lounge.
During the ceremony, students from the first-year course Can Giving Change the World?  will present the
organizations with a total of $10,000 in grant money from the Learning by Giving Foundation and the College of
Humanities and Sciences. UM is part of a select number of universities that receive annual funding from the
foundation.
Throughout the semester, GLI students learned about the history and inner workings of philanthropy – specifically
the worldwide effects of nonprofit organizations. The hands-on approach began when students were assigned to
engage in a communitywide needs assessment, which involved researching topics and issues involving the
environment, homelessness, hunger, youth and health to determine which needs were not being met in Missoula.
UM Students to Award Local Nonprofits
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After presenting these assessments to peers, the class decided which needs were the greatest. These were the
components that shaped the request for project proposals from nonprofits in Missoula and the surrounding county.
This year, the students decided the greatest need in the community is environmental sustainability with a focus on
education.
After receiving 12 proposals, participating in on-site visits and spending several sessions locked in passionate
deliberation, the GLI students selected four proposals to receive funding: Garden City Harvest, Lewis and Clark
Elementary School PTA, Council Grove Apartments and Clark Fork School. Students believe these organizations
embody the ideals of philanthropy, and each offers a unique service that will positively impact and empower the
community.
The Global Leadership Initiative is a four-year, 12-credit certificate program that combines practical experiences
with classroom education. Through the interdisciplinary program, students hear from world-class leaders and
explore society’s questions locally or globally, coming together to tackle real-world problems with fresh ideas. Learn
more at https://www.umt.edu/gli/.
###
Contact: Gregory Larson, professor and chair, UM Department of Communication Studies, College of Humanities
and Sciences, 406-243-4161, greg.larson@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / New Dean Hired for UM Pharmacy School
December 09, 2019
MISSOULA – After a
national search, Dr.
Marketa Marvanova
was hired as the next
dean of the Skaggs
School of Pharmacy at
the University of
Montana. She will start
her new duties Feb.
24, 2020.
A native of the Czech
Republic, Marvanova
currently chairs the
Department of
Pharmacy Practice at
North Dakota State
New Dean Hired for UM Pharmacy School
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University in Fargo,
providing strategic and
operational leadership and management for 24 faculty members, three staff members, the Office of Experiential
Education, the continuing pharmacy education program and two pharmacy residency programs.
“I look forward to her leadership as dean of the Skaggs School of Pharmacy,” UM Provost Jon Harbor said.
“Through thoughtful collaboration and inspiring vision, Dr. Marvanova will build on the school’s legacy in shaping
generations of future health care professionals in Montana and beyond.”
Marvanova holds doctorates in pharmacy, pathological neurobiochemistry and xenobiochemistry, and
neuropharmacology from Charles University in the Czech Republic and the University of Eastern Finland.
She also completed a medical research fellowship in neuroscience and neuropsychopharmacology at Vanderbilt
University’s School of Medicine in Nashville and a Parkinson’s disease traineeship at Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois.
Since her residency, Marvanova has served in various clinical and academic positions, most recently as professor
and department chair at NDSU, where she was a member of the School of Pharmacy and College of Health
Professions administrative and leadership councils.
Marvanova is actively involved in a variety of national-level service activities oriented toward clinical practice,
pharmacy and medical education, as well as assessment of learning and teaching.
She also is an active scholar, and her commitment to excellence in scholarship is evident by her sustained
productivity and meaningful contributions to neuropsychiatric and geriatric care. She has published 40 peer-
reviewed publications, provided more than 20 clinical and research podium presentations at state and national
meetings, and presented more than 50 peer-reviewed research posters.
Marvanova will replace Howard Beall, who stepped in to serve as associate dean and chief academic officer for the
New Dean Hired for UM Pharmacy School - UM News - University Of Montana
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UM pharmacy school until his appointment to dean this past February. Beall intends to retire at the end of this
month after 22 years of service to UM.
###
Contact: Reed Humphrey, dean, UM College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences, 406-243-4341,
reed.humphrey@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2019 / December / Montana Campus Compact Honors Student-Athlete Volunteers
December 06, 2019
MISSOULA – Montana Campus Compact
(MTCC) honored 14 student-athletes from
across the state of Montana for their
outstanding community service work at the
Nov. 23 Brawl of the Wild Football Game in
Bozeman.
The MTCC board and Commissioner of Higher
Education Clay Christian presented 14
exemplary college student-athletes the
Montana Athletes in Service Award.
“College students in Montana do amazing
community work, and their investment of time,
talent and energy help improve our communities across the state,” said Josh Vanek, associate director of MTCC.
Montana Campus Compact Honors
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“These awards honor the incredible contributions of our student-athlete-volunteers, and we are proud of them.”
For 26 years, the University of Montana-based compact and its 18 affiliate campuses have supported students,
faculty and communities across Montana with programs that encourage and recognize community service. MTCC
and the state honored the following athletes whose efforts greatly benefited their communities:
Nadia Augustiro, Miles Community College sophomore, rodeo
Teigan Avery, University of Montana senior, golf
Cal Christian, Fort Peck Community College sophomore, basketball, cross-country, weight-lifting
April Davis, Dawson Community College sophomore, softball
Tanner Haverfield, University of Montana Western sophomore, basketball
Preston Jeschke, Flathead Valley Community College junior, logger sports
Gillian Maness, Montana State University senior, cross-country, track and field
Emerson McLaughlin, University of Providence senior, soccer
Kyle McLaughlin, Montana State University-Billings senior, track and field
Max Melfi, Rocky Mountain College junior, football
Shania Neubauer, Montana State University Northern junior, volleyball
Jenna Starke, Carroll College senior, volleyball
Zach Torgerson, Montana Tech sophomore, football
Charnea Two Bulls, Little Big Horn College, basketball
###
 
Note to Media: Athlete pictures are online at https://umt.box.com/s/9chzf1g3oeyullmfl2pfcckt2p3kt7bv 
Detailed information about each of the winners follows:
Nadia Augustiro, sophomore at Miles Community College. Sport: rodeo
Service activities include rodeo team manager, Associated Students rodeo team representative, Sports Advisory
Council, MCC student assistant through the Student Services Office, coordination of the Custer Network Against
Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault community event, coordinator for the Hoofin’ it for Hunger event.
“Often referred to as the ‘Mom of the rodeo team’ because of her ability to keep everyone organized and in check,
Nadia is a leader. But more importantly for me, she is someone I can count on to get things done. I believe Nadia’s
positive impact will result in a ripple effect. This means that our returning and future students will benefit because of
her desire to leave behind her best!” – Richard DeShields, Miles Community College dean of student engagement
Teigan Avery, senior at the University of Montana. Sport: golf
Teigan Avery has been a shining star in the Griz Community program. As an economics and political science major
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and a varsity golfer she has made time to give back to the Missoula community. Teigan has generously donated her
time to the following causes:
the American Red Cross. She is a liaison between the Red Cross and the Davidson Honors College. She
organizes blood drives and is a donor.
the Montana Food Bank Network
the Missoula Office of Housing and Development as an intern and housing advocate
the Student-athlete Academic Committee
the Missoula Mayor’s Office as an intern
Big Sky Exceptionalities as a class volunteer
Ronald McDonald House as a volunteer
the Poverello Center as a meal volunteer
the Lady Griz as a School Day class buddy
the Special Olympics as a volunteer
the Davidson Honors College as a peer mentor and advocate
Junior Golf as a swing coach
Glacier High School as a We The People adviser and volunteer coach
Tester Campaign volunteer
Missoula County Animal Control volunteer
Get Out to Vote campaign volunteer
One Shirt One Body T-shirt Drive volunteer
“As a successful student-athlete, Teigan has made time each week throughout her entire time at the University of
Montana to give back to our Missoula community. Her legacy of service is a shining role model for younger athletes
in our athletic department and students on our University of Montana campus.” – M. Helen Houlihan, UM director of
Student-Athlete Support Services 
Cal Christian, sophomore at Fort Peck Community College. Sports: basketball, cross-country, weight-lifting
Christian is a role model among his peers because of his ability to balance academics with volunteerism on campus.
He’s considered the “go-to” student on campus when positions of leadership or volunteerism are needed. He
participates in Student Senate and in cultural activities on the Fort Peck Reservation. He demonstrates the ability to
build cross-cultural relationships and lead students throughout the completion of an initiative. He has firsthand
experience advocating on behalf of tribal college students at the highest levels at the annual Tribal College and
University Capitol Hill visits in Washington, D.C., where he meets directly with state representatives and senators to
advocate for tribal college funding.
“Cal engages in the community because he understands the great need the Fort Peck Community has for role
models and service workers. Cal understands the importance of hard work and giving back to his community.” –
Elijah Hopkins, vice president for Student Services, Fort Peck Community College
April Davis, sophomore at Dawson Community College. Sport: softball
Her service includes:
Athletic Community BBQ crewmember
Montana Campus Compact Honors Student-Athlete Volunteers - UM News - University Of Montana
https://news.umt.edu/2019/12/120619mtcc.php[1/3/2020 11:25:40 AM]
Eastern Plains Event Center volunteer
high school volleyball tournament volunteer
crew for all the basketball and volleyball games on campus
thrift-store volunteer
BBQ Badlands volunteer
Chamber Annual Banquet volunteer
Future Farmers of America judge
moved furniture for several people in the community
helped a business move its belongings to new houses or locations
“April has made a measurable impact over the past two years as a passionate advocate to help others in the
community. She inspired many people by her dedication and selflessness to always being a helping hand.” – Joe
Peterson, Dawson Community College athletic director
Tanner Haverfield, sophomore at the University of Montana Western. Sport: basketball
His service includes serving as a high school basketball camp coach, high school open gym basketball volunteer,
YMCA soccer/summer program volunteer, Elks Club volunteer, community Thanksgiving event volunteer and Dillon
JayCee’s Park project volunteer.
“Tanner is conscious of how big of a platform he has and how he can make an impact on this community with his
service to others. He is the definition of servant stewardship and how he puts others before himself. Growing up in
Dillon, Tanner saw firsthand how supportive this community is. He is now giving back to others and providing an
example for younger student-athletes on how important it is to give back.” – Patrick Jensen, UM Western assistant
coach
Preston Jeschke, junior at Flathead Valley Community College. Sport: logger sports
He volunteers regularly with:
the local community kitchen
the “When the Night Comes” event to raise money for homeless high school students
the Humane Society of North West Montana
Adopt-A-Highway
the Family Forestry Expo
“Preston volunteers because he believes it’s a great way to help the community and contribute to society. He has
taken on a definite leadership role on the logger sports team, being an excellent role model for others, showing
what they should be doing not only for the team but how to also volunteer in their community.” – Ann Beall,
Flathead Valley Community College logger sports head coach
Gillian Maness, senior at Montana State University. Sports: cross-country, track and field
Gillian volunteers with Eagle Mount Bozeman, Montana Special Olympics and Little Bobcat Track.
“Gillian contributes to the community and makes an impact in her own unique ways. She has the heart to make an
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influence within the community that benefits everyone.” – Emily Keller, academic coordinator for Student-Athlete
Affairs
Emerson McLaughlin, senior at the University of Providence. Sport: soccer
McLaughlin has been involved in the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, Exercise Science Club and Chemistry
Club and has captained the women’s soccer team. Through her participation in the clubs, committees and team,
she has been involved with numerous community service activities, often in leadership roles. As president of SAAC,
she has helped lead activities such as the UP Spook-a-Roo, remodeling rooms at the Mercy Shelter and the Sixth
Graders Day Out basketball event. Annually, she has helped the Chemistry Club hold a “Magic Show,” which invites
local elementary students to campus to watch and participate in science “magic.” Yet, one of her most significant
contributions has been her involvement with the women’s soccer team, Team Impact, and a local girl with cystic
fibrosis. McLaughlin was able to get the team to “sign” this young lady to be a teammate and has been instrumental
in involving her in team activities. She has gone above and beyond to help the girl through difficult situations.
“Eme will leave a legacy of compassion and energy to help others within the University of Providence and the
greater community. She has already made an enormous impact on the young lady with CF, which will have a lasting
positive effect on the rest of her life. Her leadership and concern to help serve the community has caused those
around to her to be compelled to do the same.” – Brian Clarke, University of Providence women’s soccer head
coach
Kyle McLaughlin, senior at Montana State University-Billings. Sport: track and field
Kyle has been involved in numerous campus events that have helped the city of Billings. He is president of the
Student-athlete Advisory Committee on campus, where he has established new and creative ways for students to
provide for members of the community, which will be around long after he has graduated. He has coordinated over
1,300 pounds of food donations for local nonprofits, created new ways to give back to those without access to basic
services and brought awareness to how important it is for student-athletes to get involved with community service.
“Kyle has made an impact at MSUB for setting a high standard and providing an example of how students should
become involved with community service at their universities.” – Krista Montague, director of intercollegiate athletics,
MSU Billings
Max Melfi, junior at Rocky Mountain College. Sport: football
Melfi is a preschool teacher at Priscilla’s Place Preschool and helps out in elementary school classrooms all across
Billings on a regular basis. He also is a house leader for Rocky Mountain College’s education department, which
partners with Beartooth Elementary.
“Max is a constant reminder to young kids that if you work hard, you can accomplish anything. Whether he is
working with his preschool kids or helping out in an elementary school classroom, he is always impacting lives. Max
is always telling kids to never give up, don’t let anyone tell you that you can’t do something and to work hard for
what you believe in. His success story is something that can spark a fire in the eyes of a young kid to defeat the
odds just like he did.” – Jeff Malby, Rocky Mountain College director of athletics
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Shania Neubauer, junior at Montana State University-Northern. Sport: volleyball
Neurbauer is a member of the Association of Student-Athletes, a volleyball representative, a volunteer at the Native
American Classic Basketball Tournament, a volunteer at the Native American Powwow, a volunteer at the district
basketball tournament and a volunteer at Northern Football and all basketball competitions.
“Shania is an extremely genuine and giving person who truly cares more about others than herself. She has a great
sense of forward thinking and works hard to be an active member of the community by fostering positive growth and
development. She wants the volleyball team to be better known by helping the community, something they had not
done a lot of when she first arrived on campus.” – Jerry Wagner, MSUN head volleyball coach
Jenna Starke, senior at Carroll College. Sport: volleyball
Starke has been the consummate servant for her community throughout her college career and well before it. She
has volunteered with Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Rocky Mountain Care Center, the Carroll sophomore retreat,
F.R.E.E. International and Families with Heart. She has served as a junior high St. Andrew girls’ basketball coach,
with the Florence Crittenton Home Fundraiser and the “Headlights” Immersion and Service Trip. She was a Carroll
Girls STEM Round-Up instructor and helped with the Helena Area Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build, among
many other volunteer efforts.
“Jenna’s dedication to serving so many will leave a lasting impact on the community. Whether it’s serving a man
with cerebral palsy every week or mentoring Helena’s youth, she touches every demographic in Helena in a
meaningful way.” – Erik Anderson, Carroll College sports information director
Zach Torgerson, sophomore at Montana Tech. Sport: football
Torgerson is a member of SAAC; leads the Montana Tech student-athletes in-school program, the T.E.C.H. Way;
and is part of AmeriCorps.
“Zach likes to help others in need. It only takes a small amount of time and can make a big difference. At the end of
the day, Zach wants to impact as many lives as possible and hopefully change their lives for the better. Zach likes
to help kids in need.” – Nick Bowsher, Montana Tech executive associate athletic director
Charnea Two Bulls at Little Big Horn College. Sport: basketball
Two Bulls is a college-community outreach leader and assists with fundraising.
“Charnea has set the bar for any new in-coming students and has been a role model for current students near and
far in her service to our college and community. She isn’t afraid to get down and dirty when performing duties such
as picking up garbage, planting trees, washing bleachers –  whatever needs to be done.” – Gernell Killsnight, LBHC
Women’s Basketball Coach
###
Contact: Kathy Peters, Montana Campus Compact program coordinator, 406-243-5135, peters@mtcompact.org.
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December 04, 2019
 
MISSOULA – The School of Public and Community Health Sciences at the University of Montana has created a
new Montana-focused public health training center that will offer a one-stop shop for public and population health
training.
Montana Partnership Launches New
Public Health Training Center
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
Montana Partnership Launches New Public Health Training Center - UM News - University Of Montana
https://news.umt.edu/2019/12/120419cntr.php[1/3/2020 11:25:47 AM]
The Montana Public Health Training Center was made possible through a partnership between UM and the
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS), with additional funding provided by the
Montana Healthcare Foundation.
The new center will provide high-quality training and professional development opportunities to public health
professionals and health care providers throughout Montana.
“DPHHS is thrilled to formalize this agreement with UM’s School of Public and Community Health Sciences to
provide trainings to support the public health and health care workforce throughout Montana and our region,” said
Terry Ray, the Public Health System Office improvement coordinator for DPHHS. 
The center will offer training and professional development opportunities at minimal or no cost, using instructors that
understand Montana and its workforce needs. The center’s experts from across the state, including faculty and staff
from UM, will guarantee trainings are topical, applicable and evidence based. They also will be accessible to all,
using both in-person and innovative distance-delivery methods to reach the most remote areas of Montana.
“We’ve identified specific trainings based on needs assessments conducted by DPHHS over the past couple of
years,” said Tony Ward, chair of the School of Public and Community Health Sciences. “These trainings will be
geared towards supporting professional- and workforce-development needs throughout rural and underserved areas
of Montana.”
The center is planning training events for 2020 such as program planning and evaluation, leadership and
management, grant writing, budgeting and financing, data analysis, health promotion, the social determinants of
health, policy development, cultural competency and health equity.
For more information on the Montana Public Health Training Center, email Emily Weiler at
emily.weiler@mso.umt.edu or Alexis Wolf at alexis.wolf@mt.gov.
###
Contact: Terry Ray, coordinator, Public Health System Improvement Task Office, 406-444-9352,
terenceray@mt.gov; Tony Ward, chair, UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences, 406-243-4092,
tony.ward@mso.umt.edu.
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December 04, 2019
MISSOULA – The Web of Science Group compiles an annual list of the top 1% most highly cited researchers in the
world. This year, only one scientist in Big Sky Country made the cut: Bob Yokelson, a research professor at the
University of Montana who studies the chemistry of smoke.
Dr. Yokelson is a
faculty member in the
Department of
Chemistry and
Biochemistry of UM’s
College of Humanities
and Sciences. He
examines biomass
burning worldwide and
its role in air quality,
atmospheric chemistry
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and climate.
“Fires are one of the
major influences on the
global atmosphere,” he
said. “I decided 25
years ago to deploy
advanced technology around the world to measure the chemistry of fresh smoke and how it evolves. I think this
award validates the importance of our results, and it’s definitely a group achievement made possible with my
collaborators and the excellent graduate students and postdoctoral scholars on our team.”
The highly cited list is online at http://bit.ly/2QQO7OS. The Web of Science Group is an information and technology
provider for the global scientific research community. The organization recorded that 110 Yokelson publications
were cited 7,769 times.
In 2019, fewer than 6,300 – or 0.1% – of the world’s researchers across 21 research fields earned the highly cited
designation. The award notification sent to Yokelson read:
“You are among this elite group recognized for your exceptional research influence, demonstrated by the production
of multiple highly cited papers that rank in the top 1% by citations for field and year in Web of Science.”
For more information about Yokelson, visit his UM faculty page at http://bit.ly/2On1fd7.
###
Contact: Bob Yokelson, UM chemistry research professor, 406-243-6088, bob.yokelson@mso.umt.edu.
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UM News Service
MISSOULA – A grant-writing partnership between the University of Montana’s Center for Children, Families and
Workforce Development and the State of Montana has yielded rich results – almost $16 million in new grants to
fund programs to support children and families in the state.
Beginning in 2018, the center established a partnership with the state to improve Montana’s ability to bring in more
federal grant dollars to promote the health and well-being of Montana’s children, youth and families. The center
provides technical assistance in locating, designing and writing grant applications. As projects are funded, the state
works with the center and UM for research and evaluation and scaling evidence-based practices to expanded
populations.
The model has proven successful for strengthening the infrastructure to support Montanans who need improved
access to health-related services. As of September 2019, the state-UM partnership has won 12 competitive federal
grants that have netted nearly $16 million, most of which will support the health needs of families in small towns
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with geographic barriers to access.
Headwaters Foundation provided the funding for the center’s grant-writing team for the past year and has renewed
its support of the program for the coming year.
“Montana’s small towns have fewer resources to compete for federal grant funding that can benefit their children
and families,” said Ryan Tolleson Knee, executive director of the Center Children, Families and Workforce
Development. “This program is bridging that divide to help equalize the playing field and ensure greater equity
between Montana’s rural and urban communities.”  
New grant funding includes:
The Montana Access to Pediatric Psychiatry Network (MAPP-Net) had a $2.8 million project funded in
September 2018 by the Health Services and Resources Administration. MAPP-Net supports rural primary care
providers through expert consultation and guidance from pediatric psychiatrists. The program provides intensive
mental health care to children living in rural communities and gives rural providers the support to provide high
quality treatment.
In September 2019, HRSA funded the Montana Obstetric and Maternal Support Program, a $9.6 million grant
to improve maternal health in rural Montana through telehealth innovations. The Center for Children, Families
and Workforce Development worked with Montana DPHHS to design this project and will support the
implementation through evaluation and research.
Other recent successful UM partner grants with Montana DPHHS include $1.5 million from the Centers for
Disease Control to improve Montana’s maternal mortality review process and $1.9 million from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services to expand the Title X Family Planning Program.
Department of Public Health and Human Services Director Sheila Hogan said this collaboration has greatly
increased the capacity of the agency’s grant application efforts.
“This has been a tremendous partnership all the way around,” Hogan said. “I’m so thankful for the financial support
provided by Headwaters, which has enabled the talented UM center grant writers and DPHHS program experts to
partner on numerous funding opportunities to address specific needs in Montana.”
###
Contact: Ryan Tolleson Knee, executive director, Center for Children Families and Workforce Development, 406-
529-6499, ryan.tollesonknee@mso.umt.edu.
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MISSOULA – More
than 270 students from
15 high schools
participated in the 54th
annual Montana Model
United Nations
Conference, held Nov.
25-26 at the University
of Montana.
The top five high
school seniors – who
will be offered $1,000
scholarships to attend
UM – were Maia
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Decker of Hellgate
High School in
Missoula, Scott
O’Donnell of Flathead
High School in Kalispell, Estrella Pallis-Bonadurer of Hellgate, Halton Stancil of Sentinel High School in Missoula
and Victoria White of Flathead.
Each student wrote an outstanding position paper and actively and accurately represented his or her country during
two days of debate on world issues. They also heard from Michael Punke, former U.S. Ambassador to the World
Trade Organization, and UM President Seth Bodnar during the kickoff event and keynote address.
Schools also won awards at the conclusion of the conference. The 15 participating schools were divided into small
and large delegations, based on the number of students attending the conference, and judged on the overall
preparedness, participation and excellence of their delegates.
The three school award categories include Outstanding School for the top 10%, Distinguished School for the top
20% and Honorable School for the top 30%.
The small-delegation school winners were:
Outstanding School: Ravalli County homeschoolers, advised by Tanya Horat and Holly Shupert.
Distinguished School: Columbia Falls High School, advised by Tara Norick and Jenny Lovering.
Honorable School: Kalispell’s Glacier High School, advised by Beau Wright and May Hollis.
The large-delegation winners were:
Outstanding School: Coeur d’Alene (Idaho) Charter Academy, advised by Jay Hall.
Distinguished School: Flathead High School, advised by Melanie Dardis and Julie Hadley.
Honorable Schools: Hellgate High School, advised by Courtney Christopher and Jeff Waniata, and Sentinel
High School, advised by Ezra Shearer.
Montana Model UN Announces Student Winners - UM News - University Of Montana
https://news.umt.edu/2019/12/120319modl.php[1/3/2020 11:26:07 AM]
The top 20% of the teams representing countries and students who attended the conference also received awards,
as did UM students who planned and staffed the conference. For a full list, read below or go online to
http://bit.ly/2DG    0s0D.
For more information, visit the Montana Model UN website at https://hs.umt.edu/mun/.
###
Full winners list:
 
I. General Assembly First Committee Delegate Awards
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%)
School Representing Delagate
Columbia Falls High School Poland Aiden Judge
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy China Max Wilderson
Glacier High School Austria Tyler Cockerill
Columbia Falls High School Guatemala Noah Golan
Hellgate High School Spain Cole Fussell
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Azerbaijan Logan Madden
Ravalli Belgium Sam Fullante
Big Sky High School Burkina Faso Michael Parkey
Sentinel High School Finland Helen McGeary
Hellgate High School Somalia Henry Black
Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%)
School Representing Delagate
Montana Model UN Announces Student Winners - UM News - University Of Montana
https://news.umt.edu/2019/12/120319modl.php[1/3/2020 11:26:07 AM]
Flathead High School Myanmar Scout McMahon
Darby High School Egypt Joslyn Graham
Big Sky High School Russia Reaghan Lindley
Ravalli Canada Anna Kinnunen
Flathead High School Chile Braden Anderson
Sentinel High School Japan Jack Duerk
Hellgate High School Portugal Maxwell Shaver
Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Delagate
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Nash Sauter
Flathead High School United Kingdom Scott O'Donnell
II. General Assembly Second Committee Delegate Awards
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%)
School Representing Delagate
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Saudi Arabia Romy Bekeris
Flathead High School Australia Jack Gannon
Hellgate High School Turkey Thalia Lambros
Big Sky High School Burkina Faso Ben Carter
Columbia Falls High School Argentina Julia Martin
Sentinel High School Cambodia Elliott Hayhurst
Glacier High School Austria Daniel Kernan
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Fergus High School New Zealand Jane Rooney
Glacier High School Colombia Michah Heil
Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%)
School Representing Delagate
Columbia Falls High School Poland Tre Finley
Bozeman High School United Arab Emirates Brooke Bothner
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Ireland Jackson Emry
Flathead High School Switzerland Leah Spangler
Flathead High School United Kingdom Victoria White
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy China George Pierowski
Hellgate High School Indonesia Calvin Beighle
Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Delagate
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Halton Stancil
Sentinel High School Finland Cosette Burrese
III. General Assembly Third Committee Delegate Awards
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%)
School Representing Delagate
Flathead High School Chile Lydia Wood
Big Sky High School Russia TJ Higuera
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Saudi Arabia Tommy Smith
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Hellgate High School Ghana Ali Caudle
Sentinel High School Jamaica Alta Murray
Flathead High School Myanmar Anna Christensen
Columbia Falls High School Poland Calie Jo Johnson
Hellgate High School Somalia Areej Mirani
Hellgate High School Spain McKenna Quirk
Hellgate High School Turkey Eliana Lambros
Bozeman High School United Arab Emirates Emma Krall
Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%)
School Representing Delagate
Ravalli Belgium Isabell Cannon
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy China Maria Aguiar
Big Sky High School South Korea Marcus Raines
Ravalli Canada Alaina Estus
Glacier High School Colombia Isabelle Johnson
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Azerbaijan Justine Laumatia
Glacier High School Venezuela Emily Woods
Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Delagate
Hellgate High School Indonesia Maia Decker
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Collin Baker
IV. UNICEF Delegate Awards
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Honorable Delegates (Top 20%)
School Representing Delagate
Sentinel High School Ethiopia Allie Braun
Ravalli Canada Kirsten Duke
Big Sky High School Russia Max Smith
Helena High School Germany Lenny Triem
Sentinel High School Costa Rica Emily Brinkman
Hellgate High School Cuba Rohan Steele
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Sudan Victoria Gonzalez
Flathead High School Switzerland Natasha Gesker
Glacier High School Zimbabwe Grace Dalton
Columbia Falls High School Malaysia Paeden Matson
Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%)
School Representing Delagate
Ravalli Belgium Emily Perez
Columbia Falls High School Guatemala Emma Cooley
Columbia Falls High School Poland Eddie Chisholm
Sentinel High School Finland Daisy Kulina
Big Sky High School Burkina Faso Emily Vanhoose
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Cole Sauter
Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Delagate
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Hellgate High School Indonesia Estrella Pallis-Bonadurer
Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy China Joe Morrison
Flathead High School United Kingdom Eva Bruce
V. Security Council Delegate Awards
Honorable Delegate (Top 20%)
School Representing Delagate
Ravalli Belgium John Shupert
Columbia Falls High School Poland Samuel Lovering
Distinguished Delegate (Top 10%)
School Representing Delagate
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Ethan Seiler
Outstanding Delegate (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Delagate
Big Sky High School Russia Fiona Morrow
Position Paper Awards
Honorable Position Papers (Top 20%)
School Representing Student Committee
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Ravalli Belgium John Shupert SC
Coeur d'Alene Charter China Joseph Morrison UNICEF
Sentinel High School Finland Daisy Kulina UNICEF
Hellgate High School Indonesia Estrella Pallis-Bonadurer UNICEF
Coeur d'Alene Charter China Maxwell Wilderson GA1
Hellgate High School Somalia Henry Black GA1
Ravalli Belgium Samuel Fullante GA1
Hellgate High School Ghana Ashley Kim GA1
Bozeman High School United Arab Emirates Brooke Bothner GA2
Hellgate High School Somalia Mila Mckay GA2
Big Sky High School South Korea Marissa Harper GA2
Columbia Falls High School Argentina Julia Martin GA2
Hellgate High School Spain Mckenna Quirk GA3
Columbia Falls High School Poland Calie Jo Johnson GA3
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Collin Baker GA3
Ravalli Canada Alaina Estus GA3
Distinguished Position Papers (Top 10 %)
School Representing Student Committee
Big Sky High School Russia Fiona Morrow SC
Hellgate High School Indonesia Adarra Decker SC
Flathead High School Switzerland Natasha Gesker UNICEF
Sentinel High School Costa Rica Emily Brinkman UNICEF
Hellgate High School Cuba Rohan Steele UNICEF
Glacier High School Zimbabwe Grace Dalton UNICEF
Sentinel High School Jamaica Brooke Stayner UNICEF
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Coeur d'Alene Charter Sudan Victoria Gonzalez UNICEF
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Nash Sauter GA1
Big Sky High School Burkina Faso Michael Parkey GA1
Flathead High School United Kingdom Scott O'Donnell GA1
Coeur d'Alene Charter Saudi Arabia Romy Bekeris GA1
Coeur d'Alene Charter Azerbaijan Logan Madden GA1
Sentinel High School Finland Helen McGeary GA1
Hellgate High School Portugal Maxwell Shaver GA1
Darby High School Egypt Madison Conner GA2
Bozeman High School Italy Kaitlyn Landers GA2
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Halton Stancil GA2
Coeur d'Alene Charter Sudan Jacob McGaughey GA2
Hellgate High School Spain Sage Senterfeit GA2
Hellgate High School Indonesia Maia Decker GA3
Hellgate High School Ghana Ali Caudle GA3
Sentinel High School Jamaica Alta Murray GA3
Hellgate High School Turkey Eliana Lambros GA3
Flathead High School Myanmar Anna Christensen GA3
Bozeman High School United Arab Emirates Emma Krall GA3
Outstanding Position Papers (Top 1-2%)
School Representing Student Committee
Flathead High School United Kingdom Eva Bruce UNICEF
Ravalli Canada Kirsten Duke UNICEF
Bozeman High School Italy Amelia Hartshorn UNICEF
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Ethan Seiler SC
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Ravalli Canada Anna Kinnunen GA1
Coeur d'Alene Charter Uruguay Matthew Barrett GA1
Sentinel High School Cambodia Elliot Hayhurst GA2
Sentinel High School Finland Cosette Burrese GA2
Coeur d'Alene Charter China María Aguiar GA3
Hellgate High School Somalia Areej Mirani GA3
Top 25 Seniors
Top 5 (Scholarship Recipients)
School Representing Student Committee
Hellgate High School Indonesia Maia Decker GA3
Hellgate High School Indonesia Estrella Pallis-Bonadurer UNICEF
Flathead High School United Kingdom Scott O'Donnell GA1
Sentinel High School Equatorial Guinea Halton Stancil GA2
Flathead High School United Kingdom Victoria White GA2
Remaining Top Seniors (Reserve Scholarship Recipients)
School Representing Student Committee
Ravalli Belgium John Shupert Security Council
Ravalli Canada Anna Kinnunen GA1
Hellgate High School Indonesia Calvin Beighle GA2
Columbia Falls High School Guatemala Noah Golan GA2
Flathead High School United Kingdom Scovel Aria Security Council
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Flathead High School Switzerland Natasha Gesker UNICEF
Hellgate High School Spain McKenna Quirk GA3
Sentinel High School Costa Rica Emily Brinkman UNICEF
Ravalli Belgium Sam Fullante GA1
Hellgate High School Spain Sage Senterfeit GA2
Hellgate High School Turkey Eliana Lambros GA3
Bozeman High School Italy Hannah Gunderson GA3
Columbia Falls High School Poland Samuel Lovering Security Council
Sentinel High School Japan Maddie Notti UNICEF
Darby High School Kuwait Elsa Podesta Security Council
Fergus High School New Zealand Jane Rooney GA2
Darby High School Kuwait Micah Wald GA1
Darby High School Mexico Sophia Delvo GA3
Columbia Falls High School Guatemala Reed Sandstrom GA2
Flathead High School Switzerland Samantha Wallace GA1
Country Awards
Honorable Country Delegations
(Top 20% of countries represented at the conference)
Country Represented by (School)
Ethiopia Sentinel High School
Spain Hellgate High School
Austria Glacier High School
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Somalia Hellgate High School
Sudan Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy
Argentina Columbia Falls High School
Ecuador Big Sky High School
Israel Glacier High School
Malaysia Columbia Falls High School
New Zealand Fergus High School
Distinguished Country Delegations
(Top 10% of countries represented at the conference)
Country Represented by (School)
Guatemala Columbia Falls High School
Canada Ravalli
Finland Sentinel High School
Switzerland Flathead High School
Outstanding Country Delegations
(Top 5% of countries represented at the conference)
Country Represented by (School)
Equatorial Guinea Sentinel High School
Poland Columbia Falls High School
China Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy
United Kingdom Flathead High School
Belgium Ravalli
Russia Big Sky High School
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School Awards
Honorable Schools
(Top 30% of schools attending the conference)
Delegation Category School Adviser(s)
Small Delegation Glacier High School Beau Wright & May Hollis
Large Delegation (1) Hellgate High School Courtney Christopher & Jeff Waniata
Large Delegation (2) Sentinel High School Ezra Shearer
Distinguished Schools
(Top 20% of schools attending the conference)
Delegation Category School Adviser(s)
Small Delegation Ravalli Tanya Horat & Holly Shupert
Large Delegation Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy Jay Hall
Outstanding Schools
(Top 10% of schools attending the conference)
Delegation Category School Adviser(s)
Small Delegation Columbia Falls High School Tara Norick & Jenny Lovering
Large Delegation Flathead High School Melanie Dardis & Julie Hadley
Staff Awards
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Contact: Karen Adams, professor, UM Department of Political Science, 406-243-2721,
karen.adams@umontana.edu; Eva-Maria Maggi, visiting assistant professor, UM Department of Political Science,
406-531-6037, eva.maggi@mso.umt.edu.
Vice Chair
Award UM Student Name Committee
Honorable mention Parker Spadt Security Council
Best Chair Steven Eggelston GA-2
Chair
Award UM Student Name Committee
Honorable mention Isaiah Hesford GA-2
Best Chair Bailey Carpenter UNICEF
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